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EXCERPTS 
 
 

The public worship of Almighty God that takes place with the celebration of the Sacred Litur-
gy is the duty and privilege of the Church in all her members. The Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
challenges us to celebrate the Mysteries of Christ for the glory of the Father and our sanctifica-
tion with reasonable limitations and in cooperation with directives from government and health 
officials to stem the spread of the virus. In every instance the following liturgical directives 
serve the pastoral needs of the clergy and faithful of the Archdiocese. It is most important that 
as members of the same local church everyone observe them as stated for the benefit of all. 
 
PUBLIC MASSES 
The March 17, 2020 suspension of all public Masses in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia re-
mains in force until further notice. This includes Sunday and weekday Masses with the faith-
ful.  

· Priests are to continue to offer Holy Mass on Sunday and weekdays privately without 
any publication of when these Masses take place. 

· Priests are to be attentive to honoring all Mass intentions for already scheduled Masses 
during this period. It is not permitted to collect these intentions into one Mass. 

 
CHAPELS 

· As of now, all adoration/exposition chapels are to be closed and the Most Blessed Sac-
rament is to be properly reposed in the tabernacle. This is especially helpful to the el-
derly adorers in these chapels.  

 
THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE AND RECONCILIATION 
The seriousness of the Coronavirus does not dispense from the availability of the Sacrament of 
Penance and Reconciliation. Individual confession is the ordinary way of celebrating the Sac-
rament and should still be available at published times. 

· The faithful, who desire to celebrate the Sacrament but are inhibited for one reason or 
another should be catechized about the benefit of perfect contrition for sins. 

    Where the individual faithful find themselves in the painful impossibility of receiving  
    sacramental absolution, it should be remembered that perfect contrition, coming  
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       from the love of God, beloved above all things, expressed by a sincere re-  
       quest for forgiveness (that which the penitent is at present able to express)  
       and accompanied by votum confessionis, that is, by the firm resolution to   
       have recourse, as soon as possible, to sacramental confession, obtains for- 
       giveness of sins, even mortal ones (Cathechism of the Catholic Church,    
       1452). 

· The third form in the Rite of Penance, frequently called general absolution, is not per-
mitted during this period in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, most of all because it re-
quires both a grave necessity and a gathering of people. In addition, this form of absolu-
tion cannot take place without the explicit permission of the Archbishop. 

 
PALM SUNDAY, HOLY WEEK AND THE SACRED PASHCAL TRIDUUM 
The celebration of these most holy days of the church year require a pastoral attentiveness so 
that the saving events commemorated are carried out with faith and devotion and the faithful 
have access to them in whatever way possible. All possible electronic and spiritual resources 
are to be made available to the faithful to enter into these days which celebrate the greatest 
mysteries of our redemption. The following directive derive from the recent instructions from 
the Holy See and the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) for the celebration of the 
Triduum. 

· There will be no public celebrations of Palm Sunday and of the Sacred Paschal Tridu-
um. 

· All celebrations will take place in parish churches. It is not necessary for every parish to 
celebrate the liturgies of the Sacred Paschal Triduum. Pastors of smaller parishes may 
combine for these liturgies. 

 
PALM SUNDAY 

· Palm Sunday Mass is not to be celebrated publically. 
· The Second or Third Form in the Roman Missal is to be used for the Entrance. The First 

Form, the Procession is not to be used due to civil restrictions. 
· Palm is to be blessed and available for distribution at a later time determined locally. 

Palms should not be left for public distribution or pick-up due to handling precautions. 
It may be necessary to refrigerate or keep the palm cool until future distribution to pre-
vent mold and rot. 

· Although Palm Sunday Mass will not be celebrated publically, the palm distributed to 
the faithful on this day has great meaning. It is a sacramental rich in power to remind all 
of us of Christ’s victory over sin and death. It certainly has special significance during 
the pandemic. 

UPDATED DIRECTIVES (CONT’D) 
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CHRISM MASS 
The Chrism Mass will not be celebrated publically. Instead the Archbishop will celebrate it in a 
private manner on Monday of Holy Week, April 6, 2020, at 7 p.m. at the Cathedral Basilica. 
 
HOLY THURSDAY AND THE EVENING MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

· The Mass of the Lord’s Supper is not to be celebrated publically. Priests have the per-
mission o f the Holy See to celebrate Mass without a congregation as an exception to 
the law this year. Otherwise they pray the Vespers of day. 

 
GOOD FRIDAY CELEBRATION OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 

· The celebration of the Passion of the Lord is not to be celebrated publically. 
· The following is to be added as the 11th Solemn Intercession as suggested by the 

USCCB with the permission of Archbishop Perez: 
     XI. For an end to the pandemic 
     Let us pray, dearly beloved, for a swift end to the coronavirus pandemic that  
     afflicts our world, that our God and Father will heal the sick, strengthen those   
     who care for them, and help us all to persevere in faith. 
     Prayer in silence. Then the Priest says: 
     Almighty and merciful God, source of all life, health and healing, look with  
     compassion on our world, brought low by disease; protect us in the midst of the  
     grave challenges that assail us and in your fatherly providence grant recovery to  
     the stricken, strength to those who care for them, and success to those working to  
     eradicate this scourge. Through Christ our Lord. 
     R. Amen. 
 
THE EASTER VIGIL IN THE HOLY NIGHT 

· The Easter Vigil is not to be celebrated publically. Those who cannot in any way partici-
pate in the Easter Vigil pray the Office of Readings for Easter Sunday. 

 
EASTER SUNDAY 

· Easter Sunday Mass is not to be celebrated publically. 
 
PARTICIPATION WITH LIVE STREAMING THE SACRED LITURGY 
In planning for the celebration of the Sacred Liturgy during this period of the Coronavirus pan-
demic, it is helpful to those watching from their homes to be reminded to participate spiritually. 

UPDATED DIRECTIVES (CONT’D) 


